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‘Field of Dreams’

Rick Finholt's high tech vision became a reality
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abour ngh technology comiors
hirtcen visars L thie Ulniversay ol
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more Like w libery reference list dhin an
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Finbaolt Bas written: twio books, 17 reports plans, studies and

brochures, two scholady amicles, and
ewes articles on wechnology and real-csan
as well as edited one ook

v omative of Chicago, Finholr B s
sinntte aboar film making and the this
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whatever the ciscrphne,  whatever  the
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extremes. lwas rreined as o seholar amd
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fowr eoonomic develapment and gnwing

coomomies,  “Development  devisions

have 1o be made on a ngorous. marke
demand anabysis.”

Fow fowar years leading up 1o Figthal
amval i St Chardes County, Trumim
Crome Co. Bl been developing il
roucls, sewers and  elecrrie  lor the
grovndks of the Missoun Rescarch Park
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alleged  conpmination rom the Weldon
Sprng Munitions arca. Arcas on and near
the Research Park, including the Willage of
MWieldon Spnng and the Aupust A, Busch
Memorial Conservation Area,  had just
been included in the EPA's Superiund Sie
The designanon could have means suicide
lor the hope of ever drawing the nation’s
|I.'I‘FI |'L":‘i-l.'ill'|.'|"| I.'I.!III'I[T,[T'III_'E\_

Aside from the concem lor enoss cont-
amviraticon of uraniwm and THT in the area,
Finholr had 1o Face the “physical and pay-
chological  distances”  long-time &1
Louisans s well as St Charles Countians
hadl become aceustomed o

“Pesices the fact thar ]‘.u:uph: |1-.'n;g'|.l.'|.1_|

bonhy plysical amd psychological distance

from everything going on in St Lows, we
were much oo chise o the Weldon Spring
Murutwns Area,” Finholy saigl,
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ed e services of Geotechnology Tne., an
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lirm i Se Lows and Kansias Cley, e sl
the next year stuchang the site amd proving
e the Fecs thae the Missouri Rescarch Park
wits “Clear of contamimarion and in no dan
el |‘IIJII!_L: vross contamimaed in othe
It

Had the University ol Missoun
swstem om sepped inoand done rha
demonsimmed that this sive was clean and
submitted it the EPAL we would non
hanve Tuel this development owr here”
Finhole sl

Finholt smd be nonced tha north of
e Blvel i St Loos Couny and sourh
ol Minwhester, the iwverape income in St
Lowis Covnty dropped just abour in half
It was thoughr we were in the wrong plice
1w LIl B rl'lk.L LM MTRIC {li'\.l'hll'll_'l'\ iy S,
¢Chares Couny and told them tha | think
we have an opportunin o do ahigh weh
b

By 1990 phe Rescarch Park had been
granteel a clean bill ol health, thanks e
bk s

ellors and e work ol

I you're in the coal mfir;rmg" fr;fsme.ss, you gré where
the coal 1s. When you're knowledge-based, you reed
intellectual capital: the knowledge of the workers.”

Geotechnology  The metropolian arca's
premicr rescarch park was on s way o
becoming the beacon ol rechnological
growth in St Chardes County ol thw
Carbon Fibers Diviswon ol Zole
Corpormmn moved in.

Finholt's: work was just beginning
The  vetswehe-nonced  executive direcnou
wits alreacly pressing o have a conceprual
Lll.'\'i.'iﬂpl'lll'l'” |?|1III |||'|l.| |I]'Ii!l.l.,"l'l'l.L'I'lI.“Ii'l-H
stitegy lor the  Highway 40 High
fechnelkogy Comidor of St Charles Couny
drmn up,

b stadies compleaed i 1992 and
1994 by Development Stemegies outlined
the poacnrial lora bigh ech corridor and o
(il 1o sec it e frnaithon

Finleolt, who Bad
walked  the  enrin
J0wre properry
thar bebore had been

useed  for orazing

cxperimental  carclke
hereks for the wmversine b linally pro
duced when wonild Fecome a TR LT
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Charles Cormye Oflickils on baoth siches of
the mver wee beginming o see the sipmbi-
e ol LII.'\{'lLl'llllll'rI| ||]'l|'i|'llllll1l|ll.‘_'- UNEsT
ing atbong o F-mibe streteh ol the Highway
HY corrichor m St hardes Counry, bemween
the Missoun Biver on e souhe aumld
Higthowaay A oay the moath. The corriclor mep
resents dbout A0 percent of |.1|'!_||‘L'|

Semile S Lowis lechnoloey Comdion

Missoumt
RESEATCH

PATA

extending from downitown S Louis 1w
Wenzville

bl rhe comidor mcludes such not-
bles as WingHaven, & 5730 million master:
planned communiry that emplivs mone
than 9000 people in approximanely 2.2
million sgpuwue feer of olliceserviceinstinu-
poratl space, 2 omillion sguare feer ol
research and  development space and
AU sejuure feer of reol space

The O'Fallon Comporme Center, the
Hawk Ridpe Business Park and  the
Muosanio Research Farm are also locared
Ao the cormidor The %3 million
Highway 40 averpriss Trom the park o the
HNorth known  as

Outer - Road  now
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lechnulogy Drve, serves as the new
enteanee to the park,  Emrnce and
exit Tamps onto the overpass from
Highway 40 w0 Technology Drive
shiould be complered by 2005,

The 90 million MasterCand
lemational Headguaners is locaed
just  down  Highway 40
Winghaven.

When Finhuolt began miarkering
the park, he looked for rescarch-on-
ented companies. Then he anempt-
ed W provide the atmesphere he
knew those rypes of businesses and
therr employees, as well as rtheir
clients, would favor He also noticed
that the uneven, rough errain was a |
“spectacular piece of ground, perfect
losr i farse e goll course™ and thi
thete were "not cnough goll courses
w serve the marker in 56 Lowis.”

1 wats creaning o campus leel, an
ameniry-rich. environment, stressing
the exclusiviy of the park,” Finholr
saicd, Wi were the fisse park in the
St Lowis aren v do this.”

Finholt said he vsed wha b already
knew to guide him in his madeting cllunes
“There ane a loe ol !l‘l'iTlH;i wie oo b
high tech industries, They are knowledpe:
based as opposed 1o resowrce-bused inst-
tutions. 1 you'ne i the coal mining baesi-
ess, you go where the coal 5, When
v e knowledpe-hased, you need el
hecral capiral, the knowledae of the work-
ers. Al the companies here would sy they
are wathin o pamow marker mche; enher
they are the best or are one of the best in
their field.  That makes them people:
dependent. Companies like thar end w
wunt o cluster wgether i an amenity-nch
crvironment,”

These amenities include o world-chiss
goll course designed by Tom Fazio and o
country club as well as walking snd hiling
tails thar wind through piciuresque hills
and wisods,

Finhale sald the Linmversivy of Missoun
Systemn ks o boadly-hased research univer-
sity with agriculural, medical, engincering,
vptometry, s and scicnoes, law and ver-
crmary schools. “They're one of the most
broadly-based instomurions in the counry.”

Finhult saicl the Missourd Research Park

Missour

RESEARCH e
Parx

has swrpassed all of his expecstions, but
there s snll wouk o be done. Wit the
e sale ol Paran Boeonetn amd s o
open b s owell e poubles il other
high rech companies abng the comdor,
Finholr s mealisie alwun the winds of
g,

“High weh wdusioes i Missoon and
everywhere ane e touble dgln nose But
onee you build the inlisticnie, vou've
lechmology: morphis
Frown one thig o aporher fechnology no
nly neds 1o be crewed and atescied bui
i oeeds e memaged, Whon wae're beam-
g s B 1o loctes on new e of tech-

vrvstied the Gawilinics.

ooy stch de Bio-maedical. plane scienees
e mihiery weehoology. That | see as the
growvtl area me ngh echnobogy”

L By, e Ulniversiey of Missoon
the Missoun Deparnment ol - Economiv
Dievelopment. with the lseking ol Fon
Leoaard W], ddeddicaned the lirse olfice
Frinilehing
fechmedogy Pade ar Borr Leonard Wi,
“The Tirse sechmoshoey parle i the mion 1w

ar the Uiversaty ol Missouri

b bowaned o aetioe Army pest.” The
£2 o building 1= jonnly Tinanced by
rhe Ulniversiny ol Missouri Syseem and the

e praartment ol Ecimomic
Development throwugh ns subsidiary
Missoun Technology
Corporation,  The 62-acre business
park will provide office space and
other facilines for Army contracts
and suppliers, as well a5 other feder-
al, stare and local government agen-
cies. Finholt will manage the Fon
Levnard Wood Bark.

Alrer paying seven percent ol net
revenue o the Army, the university
will zei 53 percent of whar's leli.
with the development deparmment
perting 45 percent.  Finhole sad
onee ie's full, the first buileling wouded
generte $235,000 o 530,000 a year
low the park’s partners,

The park constitures the third ley
ol Missouri’s lile-sciences tmangle
Along wath the plam scicnees and
the medical scienees, this is the eovi-
ronmental component of the cgua
tion thar compleres the mad,

Mans for the park include mone
than 400,000 sguare feer of spoce
for rescsirch, office and educational and
manutacruring fcilities in |7 buildings,

The Missouri Research Park cunenily
houses 13 companies with wver | million
syuare Teer under nwl o 1345 acnes,
excluding the golf course. The companics
pinily cmploy 1,428 people

When the Mesoun Research Pk s
hully developed. only abour 200 acres will
b beaseedd o penans. The goll course oceu-
pics 2000 acres and the remaining 300 acres
will b lefi as green spaice.

Finholt swied hus hiwed work and oo
ty hus petied ot inow big waye e didid
happen by accidenr. Trwas eally the resul
ol planming. | think thene's o mvth in
St bouis and eal estate circles than S
Charles County just gor lucky and tha
growvih was heading thar way anyway. The
Technology Corridor was planned  and
chanees were mben. We were putoing, in
highly restricove zoming and  you don'’t
dor el som ol thing unless yoi've siucdiced
the market.” &
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